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Surface Water Flooding in London 
- What’s the risk? 
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PROPERTIES AT RISK OF SURFACE WATER FLOODING

The National Infrastructure Commission 

Report

NIC-Reducing-the-Risk-of-Surface-Water-

Flooding-Final-28-Nov-2022.pdf

• More properties are at high risk from surface 

water than of river and coastal flooding 

combined

• 85 per cent of properties at high risk of 

surface water are in towns and cities

Future risk

• 20,000-135,000 due to increases in intensity of 

rainfall due to climate change of two to four 

degrees above pre-industrial levels.

• An additional 50,000-65,000 more properties 

may also be put at risk due to increases in 

impermeable surfaces in urban and suburban

https://nic.org.uk/app/uploads/NIC-Reducing-the-Risk-of-Surface-Water-Flooding-Final-28-Nov-2022.pdf
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• Following the July 2021 floods, the Mayor convened a 
roundtable of those with responsibility for responding to our 
managing surface water flood risk in London 

• A number of areas were highlighted for improvement and 
action under 5 key headings: Governance, Evidence, 
Funding, Communication

• A task and finish group was established to examine the 
challenges of longer-term management of surface water 
flood risk in the context of climate change. The group 
published a Progress Report in March  2022

SUMMER 2021 FLOODING

https://www.london.gov.uk/programmes-and-strategies/environment-and-climate-change/environment-publications/surface-water-flooding-london


The Mayor’s projects and 
programmes
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BASEMENT FLOODING LEAFLET
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CLIMATE RESILIENT SCHOOLS

Working with 101 schools

SuDS Rain planters at the 
end of downpipes

Thames Water Smarter 
Business Visits to improve 

water efficiency 

Climate adaptation 
education resources linked 
to monitoring of the SuDS 

rain planters

Be-spoke climate 
adaptation plans

36 schools have had 260 Suds rain planters installed so far
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GLA INFRASTRUCTURE MAPPING APPLICATION IMA

Retrofit SuDs in the highway 

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/better-infrastructure/data-and-innovation-tools/infrastructure-mapping-application

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/better-infrastructure/data-and-innovation-tools/infrastructure-mapping-application
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RETROFIT SUDS MAP apps.london.gov.uk/suds 

Victoria Crescent, Haringey

Dalgarno Gardens, K&C

Hillman Street, Hackney

Marylebone High Street, Westminster
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SUDS PROJECTS ACROSS LONDON PHOTOS CREDIT JAMES O JENKINS



Other London Projects
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LONDON STRATEGIC SUDS PILOT – NOW PROSPER
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THAMES WATER
SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAME
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THAMES WATER
SURFACE WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAME


