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Vision 



Belfast Agenda - Inclusive Growth



Bank Buildings Fire



Numbers 
travelling into 
Belfast to work 



Prevalence of 
hard 
infrastructure   



Levels of 
congestion… 





Major 
potential to 
constrain 
growth  



Pace of 
residential 
development 
in city core  



Characteristics 
unique to NI 
and Belfast

 Nearly 30% of GHGs in NI are from agriculture, compared with 
10% in the UK 

 More than 60% of homes in NI reliant on oil for heating

 Fuel poverty consistently high- a quarter of homes 

 Forest coverage 40% lower in Northern Ireland than rest of UK 

 £1bn shortfall for investment in social housing stock- a further 
£318m to make NIHE social housing stock in Belfast energy 
efficient.

 Prevalence of micro businesses and SMEs- without capacity to 
respond to climate risks



Not all doom and gloom!



The good 
news… 

 NI has exceeded its target of 40% of energy to come from 
renewable sources- a year early

 Rapidly growing renewables industry with capacity to innovate 
further 

 Non-renewables industry decarbonising 

 City Deal with Treasury- core focus on innovation

 35% of our population are 25 and under…behavioural change 
already taking place

 Single energy market on the island of Ireland

 Smaller land mass means less  ‘range anxiety’ as we transition to 
EV 

 Our ability to network… 100 Resilient Cities; P-CAN etc.



Where we are 
today…

 Belfast Climate Commission 

 Priority for Lord Mayor and cooperation across parties 

 City wide structure- Resilience and Sustainability Board – all city 
partners

 Business sector coming together to plan 

 Mini-Stern Review 

 Mapping major risks to our infrastructure 

 Examining international practice



Some lessons 
already 
learned…

Climate resilience/climate action at a city level 
is an economic and social priority 

No one organisation can own the problem or all 
of the solutions 

Requires large scale institutional coordination 
and planning (Copenhagen)

GDP @ Risk- can we afford not to?

Science based targets are critical but clarity 
required on HOW to meet them….
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