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Climate change represents one of the greatest challenges facing humanity over this century.  To meet this 
challenge we have to reduce our emissions of greenhouse gases.  We must also recognise that some climate 
change is now unavoidable so we need to start adapting now to the predicted impacts we are likely to see in 
the future.

Over the next twenty years a significant amount of new housing will be required in the UK, and particularly 
in the south east, London and the east of England.  The government’s response, as set out in the Sustainable 
Communities Plan, is to develop integrated communities at appropriate sites across the three regions.  These 
new developments will stand for many decades.  It is therefore vital we think from the outset how buildings and 
infrastructure can be adapted to cope with the climate they are likely to experience over their lifetime. 

This guidance sets out the climate change adaptation issues that planners and developers should consider at 
each stage of the development process, and ways to respond to them.  It will help planners and developers 
implement current planning guidance, including Planning Policy Statement 1: Delivering Sustainable Communities. 
It links up with the government’s wider approach to climate change adaptation as an output of Defra’s 
cross-regional research programme as well as with our own Adapting to Climate Change:  A Checklist for 
Development. 

Through use of this document we can help ensure that the new communities we construct are truly sustainable 
- that they remain comfortable, safe and attractive places for many decades to come.
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Part 2: Deciding how to adapt to climate change

2.1 The UKCIP Risk, uncertainty and decision-making framework

The UKCIP Framework5

Part 2 is structured around the UKCIP’s Risk, uncertainty and decision making framework.  It is organised into three main 
sections which group together the eight stages of the UKCIP framework.  This is shown below:
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Taking climate change impacts into account

The UKCIP risk, uncertainty and decision-making framework5 aims to support good decision-making in the face of the 
risks and uncertainties associated with climate change.  Using the framework will help to identify where climate change 
impacts are a material consideration, and the decision is climate sensitive.  Where decisions are climate sensitive, 
the framework will help to identify and appraise measures to reduce climate change impacts or exploit opportunities, 
i.e. adaptation measures.  It provides a structured way to consider climate change and non climate change risks and 
uncertainties alongside each other, integrating the consideration of climate change impacts into a standard decision-making 
framework. The framework is particularly relevant to decisions on the long term use of land.  It has been designed for 
flexible application to public and commerical decisions relating to policy, programmes and projects e.g. Regional Spatial 
Strategies, Local Development Frameworks and individual development projects.

Examples of climate sensitive decisions 

Where policies or developments may be directly or indirectly affected by climate change impacts they are climate-
influenced.  In other cases climate change may be the main reason for a policy or development (e.g. flood defence works) 
– these are climate adaptation policies and developments.  Decisions to undertake developments which prevent or 
constrain future adaptation options should be avoided – these are known as adaptation constraining decisions, or 
maladaptation. 

Principles for good climate adaptation 

The following principles have been developed by UKCIP and should be considered throughout the decision-making 
process15.

•  Work in partnership. 
•  Keep a handle on uncertainty. 
•  Frame your objectives carefully before you start.
•  Take a balanced approach to managing climate and non-

climate risks. 
•  Focus on actions to manage priority climate risks. 

•  Use adaptive management to cope with uncertainty. 
•  Try to find no-regret adaptation options. 
•  Try to find win-win options. 
•  Avoid actions that will make it more difficult to cope 

with climate risks.
•  Review your adaptation strategy regularly.

See 
Section 2.4 
Implement, 
Monitor, 
Evaluate and 
Review for 
guidance on 
applying Stages 
7-8 of the 
framework. 

See Section 2.3 Adaptation Options for 
guidance on applying Stages 4-6 of the framework.

See 
Section 2.2 
Development 
Objectives 
and Climate 
Change 
Impacts for 
guidance on 
applying Stages 
1-3 of the 
framework.



































































































































































London Climate Change Partnership
www.london.gov.uk/climatechangepartnership

Government Office for London
www.gos.gov.uk/gol

Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs
www.defra.gov.uk

Environment Agency
www.environment-agency.gov.uk

South East Climate Change Partnership
www.climatesoutheast.org.uk

East of England Development Agency
www.eeda.org.uk

Surrey County Council
www.surreycc.gov.uk

Association of British Insurers
www.abi.org.uk

Greater London Authority
www.london.gov.uk

Funding partners




